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UNAFAS CVP TREE PLANTING PROGRAMME 

BACKGROUND 
In 2005 UNAFAS CVP started work to promote planting of native  economic and socially 
important tree species. Many of Cameroon's native tree species that have socio-economic  
value were being harvested from the wild rather than cultivated. Farmers might encourage  
(by not clearing them, and by weeding) seedlings of species like njangsanga, country onion, 
bush mango and mahogany that  germinated  naturally  on  their  land,  but  it  was  rare for 
someone to actively plant and cultivate these trees.   People  are  used to collecting certain 
products from the bush and not used to planting and farming them. For conservation reasons 
 it is important to think about sustainability, if harvesting involves felling or killing the whole 
tree then it is essential that we plant as well as harvest, otherwise natural stocks will become 
depleted and possibly disappear forever (become extinct). The second issue is - 'Why trek far 
into the bush to harvest from individual scattered trees when you could be growing the same 
thing conveniently on your farm?' 

Our feasibility research showed that people often considered that a species would not grow  
in their area, they believed that because products in local markets originate from elsewhere 
(sometimes because it has become rare locally), that it would not grow locally – for example 
Camwood in Bamenda, generally comes from the south west, but it can grow locally, natural 
stacks have finished, and noone had tried to plant it.  

The  conditions (climate, soils, altitude) in many  areas of Cameroon will support a wider 
range of tree crops than most farmers are aware. Sometimes people just haven't thought  about 
planting, sometimes they have but don't know how.   

There are native economic tree species that are good for planting in areas with an abundance 
of  land, even as plantation crops, as well as species that can be planted on farms without 
disturbing other crops (agro forestry).  

- There are both slow and faster growing timber species can be planted for long and medium 
term harvesting. There are species that produce spices, fuel wood, fodder, food, medicinal 
and other commercial products that generate income within a few years. There are species 
that  improve  the  soil,  protect  against  pests and erosion, protect water catchments, while 
generating profit at the same time - plus of course there are ornamental and shade trees.

UNAFAS CVP  invested  in  researching,  holding seminars and promoting these ideas with 
farmers, schools and community leaders, and helping those who are interested to start making 
more use of trees.  
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THE CVP NURSERY  
The CVP nursery was started in 2006, to experiment and learn how to germinate and grow some 
of these economic tree species with potential to help North West Province. Many native forest 
species are tricky to germinate and nurse. Bitter kola seeds for example can take from  a month 
to more than a year before they start germinating, and even then grow very, very slowly, giving 
the impression if one is at all anxious, that they are in fact not growing at all. The seeds of some 
species need to be the soil to be dug and turned over regularly to maintain germination, some 
need to be protected from pests.   Some only germinate when exposed to the sun.   Without 
knowing these things people often become frustrated or disinterested and abandon attempts to 
produce and cultivate such trees.  

Some seeds have their tricks, and so do some seedlings. Seedlings of different ages and sizes 
can be sensitive to different things, some die in pots during the wet season if there is too much 
water;  some require exposure to sunshine, not shade;  some are susceptible to aphid or ant 
attack;  some have delicate roots that can't be transplanted when young. These are all very 
typical horticultural and sylvicultural issues, but which are not widely known for many of the 
trees we are growing and unlike the way of cultivating yams, plantains and local crops, have  
not yet entered folk knowledge that is spread by word of mouth in farming communities.  

NOTES FROM THE CVP TREE NURSERY  
The learning from our experiments and observations is published as a series of easy to follow 
technical guides. The guides are available, free on the internet, and we provide printed copies 
for people unable to access the internet. The guides include advice that our trainees have said 
was especially helpful in their own nurseries. The purpose of these guides is to assist and 
encourage local people to cultivate, profit from and value Cameroon 's trees.  There are two 
examples on the pages below, you may not know what the trees look like but will be familiar 
with the species – mahogany produces an important timber, and njangsang produces the seeds 
used in our everyday cooking to make pepe soup and other dishes.  

Some species not native to Cameroon are included because people have requested seedlings of 
these, and information on how to grow them. Surprisingly some of these are relatively easy to 
grow and not uncommon, yet many do not know how to produce them and want to. We found 
that nursing such species, ornamentals like Jacaranda or the 'Christmas tree' for example often 
catalyses more ambitious projects. 
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RESULTS 
The CVP nursery and outreach inspired many individuals, farmer and community groups and 
other organizations to grow and plant trees.  

CVP organized many training events in tree propagation and tree care, helped people get seed 
and gave lots of encouragement to tree planting initiatives. Local councils, schools, businesses 
and councils have all been involved.   

Read more on the environment section of www.unafas.org

Species covered in our notes include Azobe, Bibolo, Bitter kola, Bush Mango, Bush onion, 
Calicedrat, Camwood, Cashew, Sweet achu spice, Gum arabic, Iroko, Jacaranda, Mahogany, 
Neem, Njangsanga, Sausage tree and Yellow bark.
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http://www.unafas.org.uk/pages/cvp%20trees.htm

